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the skin it was claimed that the resistance of the cells can be
increased by the application of broth filtrates of certain patho-
genic organisms.
These views are, however, not generally accepted. It is con-
sidered by most bacteriologists that any production of a specific
local immunity is merely a specialized manifestation of the
general immunity response. In such cases protective antibodies
can usually be demonstrated in the serum. In many instances it
appears highly probable that the increase in resistance exhibited
by the local area is mainly non/^pecific and is due to the inflam-
matory reaction induced by the initial local applications. The
reactivity of the local tissue-cells is thereby increased and they
consequently respond more readily to subsequent infection.